spiracy against civilization should ever have been hatched outside **
madhouse was a thing hitherto undreamed of, but that it should
start with the odds, if anything, in its favour, had been beyond tK
prospect even of insane belief And yet that, and nothing less, was,
the meaning and the power of this new spirit that embodied m the
Austrian corporal, had captured Germanv There v,ould be hence-
forth one inexorable alternative would Hitler end civilization, o,
would civilization end Hitlensm9

Nobody was quicker than Churchill to appreciate the menatx
implicit m this new phenomenon, and in 1935 he defined the4
situation in what must rank as one of the most unequivocal!,
vindicated examples anywhere on record of the best sort of prophec\
which divines the future in the present

"The vanquished are in process of becoming the \ictors, and the
victors the vanquished When Hitler began, Germany lay prostrate
at the feet of the Allies He may yet see the day when Europe will be
prostrate at the feet of Germany " *

And yet, even then, more than two years after the ad\ent of
Hitler to power, it \vould be wrong to assume that the tragic
opposition between these two men had defined itself, on either
side, in terms of mortal hostility On the contrary, ChurchilPs
appreciation of Hitler is on record, and it is sympathetic to an
extent that would imperil the hbertv of a writer nowadays He
speaks of the long, wearing struggle that Corporal Hitler had been
fighting for the German heart, one whose story

"Cannot be read without admiration for the courage, the per-
severance, and the vital force which enabled him to challenge,
defy, conciliate, or overcome, all the authorities or resistances that
barred his path He, and the ever-increasing legions who worked
with him, certainly showed in their patriotic ardour and love
of country, that there was nothing they would not do or dare, no
sacrifice of life, limb or liberty, that they would not make themselves
or inflict on their opponents" f

If, as we may dare to hope, Providence or destiny has appointed
Churchill to be the champion of civilization, in ordeal by battle
against its arch enemy, we may take heart from these words. For
the most successful duellist is not he whose hate makes him blind*
but he whose imaginative sympathy penetrates the secret of his
opponent's strength, and thus enables him to anticipate each move
in advance, an4 make his own riposte with mortal accuracy at the
point of weakness

In this brief essay, which may well rank with future ages as the
most historically significant of all Mr Churchill's writings, there is
not the least disposition to ignore or under-rate the evil potentialities
implicit m the rise of Hitler He was, m fact, far more alive to it
than any other leading man of the time But as yet he had not-
even m the light of the devilries that had akeady staggered humamty
* Gnat Contemporaries, p 362                              f Ib p 565